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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in these Design Guidelines has been prepared by Holmes Consulting
Group Limited (Holmes) as standard Design Guidelines and all due care and attention has been
taken in the preparation of the information therein. The particular requirements of a project may
require amendments or modifications to the Design Guidelines.

Neither Holmes nor any of its agents, employees or directors are responsible in contract or tort
or in any other way for any inaccuracy in, omission from or defect contained in the Design
Guidelines and any person using the Design Guidelines waives any right that may arise now or in
the future against Holmes or any of its agents, employees or directors.

FOREWORD

This reference manual represents the current status of the Holmes Consulting Group procedures
for the implementation of performance based evaluation of existing buildings. The procedures
are continually evolving and so features may have been added and/or changes made which are
not documented in the manual.

Performance based evaluation is a complex procedure which requires a high level of technical
skill and engineering judgment to obtain valid results. The tools described in this Manual are
just tools and do not substitute for skill and judgment.

All projects must be performed in accordance with HCG Quality Assurance requirements. In
particular, the final product must be reviewed by a Senior Engineer who has experience in the
seismic response and performance of buildings.
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